
Housing + Transportation (H+T) 
Index
• Developed to account for fact traditional definition of affordable 

housing (cost < 31% of income) neglects families’ 2nd largest 
expense, transportation

• In 2015, typical Dane County household spent $19,000/yr. on housing 
and $13,000/yr. on transportation

• H+T Index provides more holistic view of housing affordability 
using data on avg. cost of both housing and transportation

• Transportation cost based on car ownership, miles driven, and 
mode to work data

• Combined housing + transportation cost < 46% of income = 
affordable
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Bill Schaefer, Director/Planning Manager
Madison Area Transportation Planning Board

wschaefer@cityofmadison.com
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